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1
SOFTWARE EXECUTION USING MULTIPLE
INITIALIZATION MODES

CROSS-REFERENCES

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/118,876 filed May 31, 2011, titled “SOFT-
WARE EXECUTION USING MULTIPLE INITIALIZA-
TION MODES,” Now U.S. Pat. No. 8,560,819 which is
hereby incorporated by reference, as if set forth in full in this
document, for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

Software, such as enterprise resource planning (ERP) sys-
tems, may have various properties that are controlled by an
initialization file (e.g., an .ini file). For example, ERP soft-
ware may have a large number of configurable attributes that
allow for flexibility to accommodate the needs of various
customers (e.g., a corporation or other business entity). When
the ERP software is executed, these attributes may, at least in
part, define how the ERP software is executed. Administra-
tors that are configuring ERP software on behalf of a cus-
tomer may not initially desire the ERP software to execute as
it will when executed for use by end users. Rather, adminis-
trators may desire a particular configuration of the ERP soft-
ware for testing. Typically, to test the ERP software, the
administrator may manually edit attributes of one or more
initialization files of the ERP software, such as by using a text
editor to view and modify the contents of the initialization
file. Such manual editing of parameters in an initialization file
may be a time-consuming process and have a likelihood for
introducing errors to the initialization file.

SUMMARY

In some embodiments, a method for executing enterprise
resource planning software in a plurality of modes is pre-
sented. The method may include presenting, by a computer
system, a graphical user interface to select from the plurality
of modes for executing the enterprise resource planning soft-
ware. The plurality of modes may comprise a test mode and a
production mode. The method may include receiving, by the
computer system, via the graphical user interface, a first
selection of the test mode, wherein the test mode may be
linked with a test initialization file. The test initialization file
may be configured to: initialize the enterprise resource soft-
ware for a fewer number of users than the production mode;
initialize a set of processes to be run; and initialize a fewer
number of processes than the production mode is configured
to initialize. The method may include initializing, by the
computer system, the enterprise resource planning software
using the test initialization file. The method may include
executing, by the computer system, the enterprise resource
planning software as initialized using the test initialization
file. The method may include receiving, by the computer
system, via the graphical user interface, a second selection of
the production mode. The production mode may be linked
with a production initialization file. The production initial-
ization file may be configured to: initialize the enterprise
resource software for a greater number of users than the test
mode; initialize the set of processes to be run; and initialize a
greater number of processes than the test mode is configured
to initialize. The method may include initializing, by the
computer system, the enterprise resource planning software
using the production initialization file. The method may
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2

include executing, by the computer system, the enterprise
resource planning software as initialized by the production
initialization file.

In some embodiments, receiving, by the computer system,
via the graphical user interface, the selection of the test mode
comprises the user providing a single input for selection of the
test mode. In some embodiments the method further com-
prises generating, by the computer system, the test initializa-
tion file at least partially based on the production initialization
file, wherein generation of the test initialization file follows a
set of predefined initialization file generation rules. In some
embodiments, the test initialization file is further configured
to initialize a fewer number of network processes and kernel
processes than the production mode is configured to initialize.
In some embodiments, the method further comprises receiv-
ing, by the computer system, text-based modifications to
contents of the test initialization file. Presenting, by the com-
puter system, the user with the graphical user interface to
select from the plurality of modes for executing enterprise
resource planning software may further comprise a mainte-
nance mode, wherein the maintenance mode is linked with a
maintenance initialization file. The maintenance initializa-
tion file may be configured to: prevent access to the enterprise
resource software for a plurality of users; initialize only a
subset of processes from the set of processes to be run; and
initialize a fewer number of processes than the production
mode is configured to initialize. In some embodiments, the
method further includes receiving, by the computer system,
via the graphical user interface, a third selection of the main-
tenance mode; initializing, by the computer system, the enter-
prise resource planning software using the maintenance ini-
tialization file; and executing, by the computer system, the
enterprise resource planning software as initialized by the
maintenance initialization file.

In some embodiments, a computer program product resid-
ing on a non-transitory processor-readable medium is pre-
sented. The non-transitory processor-readable medium may
comprise processor-readable instructions configured to cause
aprocessor to present a graphical user interface to select from
the plurality of modes for executing software. The plurality of
modes may comprise: a first mode; and a second mode. The
non-transitory processor-readable medium may comprise
processor-readable instructions configured to receive via the
graphical user interface, a first selection of the first mode. The
first mode may be linked with a first initialization file. The
first initialization file may be configured to: initialize the
software for a fewer number of users than the second mode;
initialize a set of processes to be run; and initialize a fewer
number of processes than the second mode is configured to
initialize. The non-transitory processor-readable medium
may comprise processor-readable instructions configured to
initialize the software using the first initialization file. The
non-transitory processor-readable medium may comprise
processor-readable instructions configured to execute the
software as initialized using the first initialization file. The
non-transitory processor-readable medium may comprise
processor-readable instructions configured to receive, via the
graphical user interface, a second selection of the second
mode. The second mode may be linked with a second initial-
ization file. The second initialization file may be configured
to: initialize the software for a greater number of users than
the first mode; initialize the set of processes to be run; and
initialize a greater number of processes than the first mode is
configured to initialize. The non-transitory processor-read-
able medium may comprise processor-readable instructions
configured to initialize the software using the second initial-
ization file. Also, the non-transitory processor-readable
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medium may comprise processor-readable instructions con-
figured to execute the software as initialized by the second
initialization file.

In some embodiments, a system for executing enterprise
resource planning software in a plurality of modes. The sys-
tem may include a processor; and a memory communica-
tively coupled with and readable by the processor and having
stored therein a series of instructions. The instructions, when
executed by the processor, cause the processor to: present a
graphical user interface to select from the plurality of modes
for executing software, wherein the plurality of modes com-
prises: a first mode; and a second mode. The instructions may
also cause the processor to receive via the graphical user
interface, a first selection of the first mode. The first mode
may be linked with a first initialization file. The first initial-
ization file may be configured to: initialize the software for a
fewer number of users than the second mode; initialize a set of
processes to be run; and initialize a fewer number of pro-
cesses than the second mode is configured to initialize. The
instructions may also cause the processor to initialize the
software using the first initialization file. The instructions
may also cause the processor to execute the software as ini-
tialized using the first initialization file. The instructions may
also cause the processor to receive, via the graphical user
interface, a second selection of the second mode. The second
mode may be linked with a second initialization file. The
second initialization file may be configured to: initialize the
software for a greater number of users than the first mode;
initialize the set of processes to be run; and initialize a greater
number of processes than the first mode is configured to
initialize. The instructions may also cause the processor to
initialize the software using the second initialization file.
Also, the instructions may also cause the processor to execute
the software as initialized by the second initialization file.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A further understanding of the nature and advantages of
various embodiments may be realized by reference to the
following figures. In the appended figures, similar compo-
nents or features may have the same reference label. Further,
various components of the same type may be distinguished by
following the reference label by a dash and a second label that
distinguishes among the similar components. If only the first
reference label is used in the specification, the description is
applicable to any one of the similar components having the
same first reference label irrespective of the second reference
label.

FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of an ERP system.

FIG. 2 illustrates an embodiment of an administrator inter-
face window.

FIG. 3 illustrates another embodiment of an administrator
interface window.

FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment of a method for executing
enterprise resource planning software in multiple modes.

FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment of a method for creating
an initialization file and executing enterprise resource plan-
ning software using the initialization file.

FIG. 6 illustrates an embodiment of another method for
creating an initialization file and executing enterprise
resource planning software using the initialization file.

FIG. 7 illustrates an embodiment of a computer system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Rather than an administrator manually editing the
attributes of an initialization file to test enterprise resource
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planning (ERP) software, an interface that allows the admin-
istrator to switch between multiple modes. Each mode may be
linked with a separate initialization file, such as an .ini file. In
some embodiments, a test mode and a production mode are
present. The test mode may allow administrators to test the
functionality of the ERP software with a reduced number of
processes of the ERP software being executed. The produc-
tion mode may allow the ERP software to “fully” run, such
that it is functional to handle requests from multiple end
users.

A standard test initialization file, created by the producer of
the ERP software, may initially be linked with the test mode.
This test initialization file may be customized by an admin-
istrator. For example, the standard test initialization file may
contain parameters that are typically used in a test configu-
ration of the ERP software. As necessary, the administrator
can then edit this test initialization file to fit the administra-
tor’s specific needs. In some embodiments, the test initializa-
tion file is created at least partially based on the production
initialization file. For example, after an administrator has
created the production initialization file, the administrator
may provide input to an interface indicating that a test initial-
ization file is to be created based on the production initializa-
tion file. Based upon predefined rules, the test initialization
file may be created based on the production initialization file.

In some embodiments, an administrator can define desired
characteristics of a new mode. Based upon the defined char-
acteristics, a new initialization file may be generated by an
administrator interface based on the initialization file linked
with production mode. For example, an administrator may
desire to have a maintenance mode available for ERP soft-
ware. In the maintenance mode, end users may be prevented
from accessing the ERP system and the number of executed
processes linked with the ERP system may be reduced. Such
a maintenance mode may initiate only the components of the
ERP system necessary for the administrator to perform main-
tenance on one or more ERP system or databases.

As such, an administrator can create and have access to
multiple initialization files through a graphical user interface,
such that an ERP system can be executed in multiple different
modes. Rather than an administrator having to manually edit
the initialization file each time a different mode of operating
the ERP software is desired, the administrator can select
between modes, with an appropriate initialization file linked
with each mode being used to initialize the ERP system.

While the above description and below examples focus on
ERP systems and software, it should be understood that simi-
lar principles can be applied to other systems and software.
For example, more generically, an interface that allows an
administrator (or some other form of user) to select between
modes (and initialization files) may be used in conjunction
with various other pieces of software that use one or more
initialization files upon startup.

FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of an ERP system 100.
ERP system 100 may include: ERP server system 110,
administrator computer system 120, end user computer sys-
tems 130, networks 140, other server systems 150, firewalls
160, web server(s) 170, proxy and/or load-balancing servers
180 and remote computer systems 195. ERP server system
110 may include: ERP software 112, databases 114, admin-
istrator interface 116, and initialization files 118. ERP server
system 110 may include one or more computer systems, such
as computer system 700 of FIG. 7.

ERP software 112, which may be executed by ERP server
system 110, may include one or more software packages for
performing enterprise resource planning. For example ERP
software 112 may be JD EDWARDS ENTERPRISEONE
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produced by ORACLE. ERP software 112 may include one or
more processes that are executed on behalf of end users
interacting with ERP software 112 via end user computer
systems 130. These processes may include network processes
and kernel processes. Network processes may handle the
communication between ERP software 112 and other server
systems 150, which may include one or more web application
servers. Kernel processes may provide one or more services
for end users. For example, kernel processes may handle:
security validation, logic processing (also referred to as “call
object” kernels), workflow and batch processing. The maxi-
mum number of each kernel type being executed at the same
time and/or the number of each kernel type initialized when
the ERP software is initialized may be configurable via an
initialization file. The fewer number of kernels of the various
kernel processes being initially executed by ERP Server sys-
tem 110 will allow the ERP software 112 solution to start and
stop more quickly while reducing the server’s resource load.

ERP software 112 may interact with one or more databases
114. For example, databases 114 may include inventory data-
bases, financial databases, etc. Administrator interface 116
may permit one or more administrators to modify how ERP
software 112 functions. Administrator interface 116 may per-
mit an administrator to select between one or more different
modes. Each of these modes may be linked with one or more
different initialization files. These initialization files may be
stored as initialization files 118. If the ERP software 112 is ID
EDWARDS ENTERPRISEONE, the initialization files may
be different versions of a JDE.ini file. The JDE.ini file may be
used to set various configurable attributes of JOD EDWARDS
ENTERPRISEONE ERP software. Of course, it should be
understood that the name of the initialization file can vary
depending on the software that the initialization file is linked
with. Further, software, such as ERP Software 112, may be
linked with multiple initialization files rather than just one
initialization file. Further, initialization files may go by more
than one name. For example, initialization files may also be
referred to as configuration files (such as with a file extension
of a .cfg).

ERP server system 110 may be in communication with one
or more administrator computer systems, such as administra-
tor computer system 120. Administrator computer system
120 may be a computer system remote from ERP server
system 110 that permits one or more administrators to interact
with ERP software 112. Administrator computer systems
may be developer workstations. Administrator computer sys-
tem 120 may be represented by computer system 700 of F1G.
7.In some embodiments, administrators may interact directly
with ERP server system 110 (such as by using an input device
of ERP server system 110). Administrators may modify the
functionality of ERP software 112 via administrator interface
116. Administrator interface 116 may permit administrators
the ability to change the mode ERP software 112 functions in.
For example, each mode may be linked with a different ini-
tialization file of initialization files 118. If an administrator
uses administrator interface 116 to select a different mode,
the initialization file of initialization files 118 used to initiate
ERP software 112 may be altered. Administrator computer
system 120 may communicate with ERP server system 110
via network 140-2. Network 140-2 may be a public network,
such as the Internet, a private network, such as a corporate
local area network, or some combination thereof.

ERP server system 110 may be in communication with one
or more end user computer systems 130. End user computer
systems 130 may each be represented by computer system
700 of FIG. 7. End user computer systems 130 may be oper-
ated by end users that interact with ERP software 112. For
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example, end users may use an end user computer system,
such as end user computer system 130-1, to interact with one
or more of databases 114 via ERP software 112. End user
computer systems 130 may communicate with ERP server
system 110 via a local network, such as a switched Ethernet.
While three end user computer system (130-1, 130-2, and
130-N) are illustrated in FIG. 1, it should be understood that
a fewer or a greater number of end user computer systems
may be in communication with ERP server system 110. In
some embodiments, hundreds of end users may be concur-
rently interacting with ERP server system 110 and ERP soft-
ware 112. End user computer systems 130 communicate with
ERP server system 110 via network 140-1. Network 140-1
may represent the same or a different network from network
140-2.

Other server systems 150 may represent one or more server
systems that are in communication with ERP server system
110. Some or all of other server systems 150 may communi-
cate via network 140-3 with ERP server system 110. Other
server systems 150 may include one or more deployment
servers. Network 140-3 may represent the same network or a
different network from network 140-2. Other server systems
150 may include a web application server.

Various other servers, web server(s) 170 may be in com-
munication with ERP server system 110. Web server(s) 170,
which may include one or more servers, may have a firewall
between itself and ERP server system 110. Web server(s) 170
may include java applications servers (JAS) and/or HTML
servers. Firewall 160-1 may be a class “C” firewall. Firewall
160-2 may be a class “B” firewall and may separate ERP
server system 110 from one or more proxy and/or load bal-
ancing servers 180. Further, another firewall, firewall 160-3,
which may be a class “A” firewall, may filter communication
from one or more remote computer systems that are accessing
ERP server system 110 via the Internet 190. Remote com-
puter system 195-1 may represent a computer system of auser
that is remotely accessing ERP server system 110 via the
Internet 190. While three remote computer systems (195-1,
195-2, and 195-N are illustrated, greater or fewer remote
computer systems may be in communication with ERP server
system 110.

FIG. 2 illustrates an embodiment of an administrator inter-
face window 200.

Administrator interface window 200 may represent an
embodiment of administrator interface 116 of FIG. 1. For
example, administrator interface window 200 may be a win-
dow of a graphical user interface that is presented to an
administrator via administrator interface 116. Administrator
interface window 200 may permit an administrator to select
between multiple initialization modes for ERP software. In
administrator interface window 200, the administrator has a
choice between test mode 210 and production mode 220.
Details window 230 may provide the administrator with
details on the mode selected by the administrator.

Test mode 210 may be used, for example, for initial testing
of ERP software or for testing updates to the ERP software. A
smaller amount of computer resources may be necessary to
execute ERP software in test mode 210 than in production
mode 220. For example, test mode 210 may require a shorter
time to initialize ERP software and/or may require a smaller
amount of pre-allocated memory than production mode 220.
Additionally, this may be advantageous when working to
isolate a behavior anomaly or a product issue in the case
where trace (debug) logging is enabled or increased. With the
reduction in processes, the software log entries are reduced.

Test mode 210 may involve a smaller number of network
processes and/or kernel processes being executed, as com-
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pared to an ERP system in production mode 220. In produc-
tion mode, a network process may be running for approxi-
mately each one hundred concurrent end-users. Therefore, 1)
a maximum number of instances of a particular type of pro-
cess may be defined and 2) a number of instances that are to
automatically start when the ERP software is initialized may
be defined. Once the number of concurrent end users using
the ERP system increases to a sufficient load (e.g., meets or
exceeds the ratio for a process) additional instances of pro-
cesses may be started, up to the maximum number of allowed
instances. Each business running an ERP system may have
different and unique business needs. For example, in some
cases the test mode may be configured to start a single kernel
for each available kernel type. The ERP software can then be
run “through its paces” to certify it is working following any
system changes, e.g. system/database tuning, maintenance
patches, network updates, etc. In other cases, the test mode
may be configured to start core kernels to provide specific
minimal functionality for ERP HTML access. For instance,
the Network, UBE, Security, Metadata, Management, Queue,
and CallObject Kernels can be started while other kernels
(Workflow, Scheduler, and Interoperability) can be disabled.

The test mode may permit running a slimmed-down con-
figuration for product certification testing while reducing the
server’s process and resource footprint. This may allow for
quicker shutdown and startup of ERP services in situations
where changes have been made to an ERP or foundation
system’s configuration (tuning) or when maintenance patches
have been applied to an ERP or related foundation system.
The test mode may also prove useful when triaging an issue.
In this case, the product or underlying foundation system’s
(database, operating system, web) logging levels may be
increased. In this case, the test mode’s configuration may
include only single instantiations of core processes so as to
reduce the number of logs and/or log entries to review fol-
lowing a test.

Some of the attributes that might be different for a test
mode include: the number of database connections allowed,
changing the network port to enable access to only the users
designated to execute testing, changing the number of pro-
cesses automatically started to meet the anticipated load (For
troubleshooting an issue, the number of processes might be
limited to a minimum number. For a load test the number of
processes might be maximized.); utilizing a test database
versus the production database; and/or modifying the number
of Java Virtual Machines (JVMs) to start.

Referring to network processes, the maximum number of
network processes and the number of network processes that
automatically start when the ERP software is initialized may
be defined within an initialization file. The maximum number
of'instances of network processes and the number of instances
of network processes that start when the ERP software is
initialized may be selected based on the recommendations of
the producer of the ERP software. For example, the producer
may recommend that ERP software should run an instance of
a network process for each one hundred concurrent end-users
and at least ten network processors. Increasing the number of
network processes (such as one for every fifty concurrent
end-users) may increase responsiveness of the ERP software
to the end users. Conversely, decreasing the number of net-
work processes (such as one for every two hundred concur-
rent end-users) may decrease responsiveness of the ERP soft-
ware to the end users.

If the ERP software is to function in test mode, fewer
instances of network processes that start when the ERP soft-
ware is initialized may be needed in order to test the ERP
software as compared to when the ERP software is to interact
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with end users in production mode. For example, if the ERP
software would typically have ten network processes auto-
matically initialize upon startup in production mode, in test
mode, only one network process may be necessary to startup
in order to sufficiently test the functionality of the ERP soft-
ware by the administrator.

Test mode 210 may also have fewer instances of other
processes automatically initiate when the ERP software is
started as compared to when the ERP system functioning in
production mode 220. In some embodiments, only one
instance of each process is needed in test mode. In production
mode, numerous instances of processes, such as kernel pro-
cesses, may be executed by the ERP software based on a
number of expected concurrent end users. For example, a
producer of ERP software may recommend that for each ten
concurrent end users, one logic kernel should be running on
an ERP system. An administrator configuring an ERP system
may use the producer’s recommendations or may customize
the ratio of kernels to concurrent end users as the administra-
tor sees fit. Some number of each type of kernel may be
selected to automatically initialize when the ERP software is
started and a maximum number of instances of that type of
kernel. Different kernels may be linked with 1) a number of
instances of that kernel that automatically start upon initial-
ization of the ERP software; and 2) a maximum number of
instances of that kernel that can be concurrently executed.
The initial and maximum number of instances of such kernels
may be controlled via one or more initialization files.

As compared to production mode 220, test mode 210 may
have fewer network processes and fewer kernel processes
initiated. However, at least one instance of each type of ser-
vice of the ERP software may be initiated. In some embodi-
ments, test mode 210 may involve some processes (network
or kernel) not having any instances initiated. The maximum
number of network processes and kernel processes may also
be reduced. Test mode 210 may be configured such that end
users cannot access the ERP software.

Details window 230 may provide an administrator with
details of the selected mode. For instance, referring to the
example of FIG. 2, test mode 210 is currently selected. As
such, details window 230 displays information on test mode
210. In this embodiment, the total number of kernels being
executed upon initialization of the ERP software is 27. A total
number of users (possibly only the administrator) that can
access the ERP software may be displayed. In this embodi-
ment of test mode 210, end users are prohibited. Also, all
services that are present in production mode 220 are started in
test mode 210.

Administrator interface window 200 of FIG. 2 is only
intended to serve as an example. Similar information regard-
ing modes and options for an administrator to select between
various initialization modes for ERP software (or other forms
of software) may be presented in a different format. Further,
an interface to select between test mode 210 and production
mode 220 may be presented as part of another interface to
receive other input and/or provide other information to an
administrator.

FIG. 3 illustrates another embodiment of an administrator
interface window 300. Administrator interface window 300
may be part of administrator interface 116 of FIG. 1.

Administrator interface window 300 may permit an admin-
istrator to select between test mode 210 and production mode
220 as detailed in relation to administrator interface window
200 of FIG. 2. One or more additional modes may also be
available to the administrator. For example, administrator
interface window 300 provides an administrator with main-
tenance mode 310. Such a mode may be manually created by
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an administrator, may be provided with ERP software by the
producer of the ERP software, or may be created by the
administrator interface based on characteristics specified by
the administrator.

An administrator may want a maintenance mode to allow
the administrator to perform maintenance functions on one or
more databases linked with the ERP software, such as data-
bases 114 of FIG. 1. If the administrator is to manually create
the initialization file linked with maintenance mode 310, ini-
tialization file display/edit window 330 may display the ini-
tialization file linked with production mode 220 for editing (to
be used as a starting point). The administrator may then edit
the initialization file such that the configurable attributes
defined in the initialization file are set as the administrator
desires for maintenance mode 310. Editing of the initializa-
tion file linked with maintenance mode 310 may include
defining the number of network processes and/or kernel pro-
cesses that are initialized when the ERP software initializes.
Editing of the initialization file linked with maintenance
mode 310 may also include modifications such that various
processes are not initialized. For example, the maintenance
mode may be intended for ERP software patches and code
builds. In such a scenario, the Security and CallObject kernels
may be disabled to prevent end users from logging into the
system while the system is being maintained.

In some embodiments, the administrator may provide vari-
ous mode information that defines characteristics of a mode
that the administrator wishes to create. For example, if the
administrator wishes to create maintenance mode 310, the
administrator may provide various characteristics that main-
tenance mode 310 is to possess, such as via mode information
display 320. In mode information display 320, the adminis-
trator may define characteristics, such as the maximum num-
ber of kernels that are to be initialized, the number of users
that the ERP software should be configured to handle in the
maintenance mode, whether or not access is permitted by end
users to the ERP software, and/or which services (and their
related processes) are to be initialized.

Following the administrator providing desired characteris-
tics of a new mode in mode information display 320, the
administrator may press the create mode button 340. The
administrator interface may then use the characteristics pro-
vided by the administrator in mode information window 320
along with the initialization file that is associated with pro-
duction mode 220 to create a new initialization file linked
with maintenance mode 310 being created by the administra-
tor. The information provided by the administrator in mode
information window 320 may be used to modify various
parameters present in the initialization file linked with pro-
duction mode 220 to create an initialization file linked with
maintenance mode 310. This new initialization file may be
linked with the maintenance book. The administrator may
have the opportunity to further edit the initialization file
linked with maintenance mode 310 via an initialization file
display/edit window 330. Following creation of the new
mode (and associated initialization file), a new choice may be
added to administrator interface window 300 such that the
administrator may now select maintenance mode 310 in addi-
tion to the previously existing modes: test mode 210 and
production mode 220.

As such, when maintenance mode 310 is selected by the
administrator, the ERP software may be initiated using the
initialization file linked with maintenance mode 310. Simi-
larly, if test mode 210 is selected, the initialization file linked
with test mode 210 may be used to initialize the ERP soft-
ware. Similarly, if production mode 220 is selected, the ini-
tialization file linked with production mode 220 may be used

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

to initialize the ERP software. While administrator interface
window 300 illustrates three possible modes, it should be
understood that additional modes may also be possible. For
example, ERP software may be provided to customers with at
least a certain number of predefined modes. ERP software
linked with an administrator interface may be provided to
administrators with a predefined test mode and production
mode. These modes may be modified by the administrator.
The administrator may also create additional modes to
supplement and/or replace the predefined modes.

Administrator interface window 300 of FIG. 3 is only
intended to serve as an example. Similar information regard-
ing modes and options for an administrator to select between
various initialization modes and files for ERP software may
be presented in a different format. Further, an interface to
select between various modes and edit initialization files may
be presented as part of another interface to receive other input
and/or provide other information to an administrator. Further,
it should be understood that the sample text of the initializa-
tion file displayed in initialization file display/edit window
330 is for example purposes only and is not intended to
represent parameters that necessarily should be present in a
maintenance mode (or any other) initialization file.

The ERP system of FIG. 1, along with the various embodi-
ments of an administrator interface detailed in relation to
FIGS. 2 and 3, may be used in conjunction with various
methods. FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment of a method for
executing enterprise resource planning software in multiple
modes. Method 400 may be performed using ERP system 100
of FIG. 1 or some other form of ERP system. Also, an inter-
face such as administrator interface windows 200 and 300 of
FIGS. 2 and 3, respectively, may be used to perform method
400. Alternatively, other embodiments of administrator inter-
faces may be used to perform method 400.

At stage 410, an administrator, or other form of user, may
be presented with an interface, such as administrator interface
116 of FIG. 1. The administrator interface, which may be a
graphical user interface, may appear as illustrated in FIGS. 2
and 3, or may be a different embodiment of an administrator
interface. The interface may allow the administrator to select
between two or more different modes for ERP software to
initialize in. Each mode available for selection by the admin-
istrator may be linked with one or more different initialization
files. The initialization files (e.g., .ini files, .cfg files) may be
text files that can be edited manually by the administrator
using a text editor. In the illustrated embodiment of method
400, two of the modes present are a test mode and a produc-
tion mode. Test mode may refer to a mode that allows an
administrator to test the configuration of the ERP software.
Production mode may refer to a mode that is configured for
interaction with end users.

At stage 420, the administrator may select the test mode. As
such, this selection may indicate that the administrator wishes
to test the configuration of the ERP software. By selecting the
test mode, the ERP software, when started, may be initialized
using one or more test initialization files linked with the test
mode. The test initialization file may indicate that a reduced
number of instances, such as one instance, of various network
and kernel processes are to be initiated. One or more pro-
cesses may have no instances initialized. Also, end users may
be prohibited from accessing the ERP software. Selecting a
mode, such as the test mode, for initialization of ERP soft-
ware may involve an administrator or other user only needing
to provide one input, such as selecting a radio button or
selecting a mode from a pull-down menu.

At stage 430, the ERP software may be initialized using the
test initialization file. When the ERP software is triggered to
initialize, the ERP software may access the selected test ini-
tialization file and configure itself in accordance with the
attributes defined in the initialization file. As such the
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instances of processes initialized by the ERP software may
be, at least in part, defined by the attributes within the initial-
ization file. If a smaller number of processes are to be started
(as compared to production mode), the ERP software may
initialize faster and may require a smaller amount of memory.

At stage 440, the ERP software may be executed. The
administrator may test the ERP software for as long as nec-
essary. Once testing is complete, the administrator may shut-
down the ERP software. This may involve termination of
some or all of the processes linked with the ERP software.
Following the execution of the ERP software in test mode, the
administrator may now desire for the ERP software to be
executed in production mode such that the ERP software is
configured to handle requests from a volume of end users.

At stage 450, the administrator may, with the same inter-
face presented at stage 410, select production mode. As such,
this selection may indicate that the administrator wishes to
execute the ERP software in production mode. By selecting
production mode, the ERP software, when started, may be
initialized using one or more production initialization files
linked with the production mode. The one or more production
initialization files may indicate various numbers of instances
of network and kernel processes that are to be initiated. A
greater number of instances of some or all of the processes
may be permitted to be initialized when the load of end users
reaches a threshold. In production mode, end users may be
permitted to access the ERP software.

Atstage 460, the ERP software may be initialized using the
(one or more) production initialization files. When the ERP
software is triggered to initialize, the ERP software may
access the one or more production initialization files and
configure itself in accordance with the attributes defined in
the production initialization files. As such, the instances of
processes initialized by the ERP software are defined by the
attributes within the initialization file. The ERP software, in
production mode, may consume more memory resources and
take a longer time to initialize than in test mode.

At stage 470, the ERP software may be executed. The
administrator may allow the ERP software to run in produc-
tion mode for as long as needed, such as until updates, main-
tenance, or configuration changes are necessary. If, at some
point, the ERP software needs to be initialized in test mode
again, method 400 may return to stage 410.

While method 400 is illustrated as having an administrator
select between a test mode and a production mode, a similar
method may be used for an administrator, or other form of
user, to select between other modes for initialization of soft-
ware, such as ERP software. Further, while method 400 is
shown as entering test mode followed by production mode, a
similar method may be used to have the ERP software enter
production mode followed by test mode.

Additionally, rather than having separate initialization files
for test and production modes (and/or other modes), param-
eters within a single initialization file may be specified as
linked with a particular mode. For example, referring to
method 400, the administrator may still be permitted to select
between different modes; however, rather than the modes
being linked with different initialization files, each mode may
be linked with particular attributes within the same initializa-
tion file that are only used if the corresponding mode is
selected. As an example of this, two attributes within an
initialization file may be:

“NumberOfProcesses=100" and

“TESTNumberOfProcess=1."

The “NumberOfProcesses=100" may define the number of
processes in production mode, while “TESTNumberOfPro-
cesses=1" defines the number of processes in test mode. As
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such, for each attribute linked with a particular mode, an
initial value may be provided by the producer of the ERP
software but may be editable by an administrator.

FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment of a method for creating
an initialization file and executing enterprise resource plan-
ning software using the initialization file. Method 500 may be
performed using ERP system 100 of FIG. 1 or some other
form of ERP system. Also, an interface such as administrator
interface window 300 of FIG. 3 may be used to perform
method 500. Alternatively, other embodiments of administra-
tor interfaces may be used to perform method 500.

At stage 505, an administrator, or other form of user, may
be presented with an interface, such as administrator interface
116 of FIG. 1. The administrator interface, which may be a
graphical user interface, may appear as illustrated in FIG. 3,
or may be a different embodiment of an administrator inter-
face. The interface may allow the administrator to select
between two or more different modes for the ERP software to
initialize in. The interface may also allow for the creation of
new modes and associated initialization files. In the illus-
trated embodiment of method 500, the administrator is creat-
ing an initialization file for a test mode of ERP software. As
such, before performing method 500, a test initialization file
may not be available to the administrator or the previous test
initialization file is obsolete. As such, an administrator inter-
face may be used to create a new test initialization file. While
method 500 is directed to the creation of a test initialization
file, it should be understood that a similar method may be
used to create a new initialization file for another mode of
executing ERP software.

At stage 510, a request may be received from the adminis-
trator to create the test initialization file. For example, the
administrator may provide an indication to the administrator
interface that indicates that the administrator desires to create
a test mode initialization file. At stage 520, the production
initialization file may be analyzed. This analysis may be
conducted by the ERP server system or by the administrator
computer system. A set of predefined rules may be used to
determine how the production initialization file may be modi-
fied to create a test initialization file. For example, a pre-
defined rule may specify that only one network process needs
to be initialized. As such, if the production initialization file
indicates that ten network processes are initialized, it may be
determined that this attribute of the production initialization
file should be altered for the test initialization file. Other
predefined rules may be used to identify processes that do not
need to be initialized in a test initialization file. Still other
predefined rules may identify kernel processes that only
require one instance of the kernel to be initialized for the test
mode.

At stage 530, based on the analysis of stage 520, a test
mode initialization file may be created. This initialization file
may be linked with a test mode, such that when the adminis-
trator selects to execute the ERP software in test mode, the
test initialization file is used to initialize the ERP software.
For instance, method 400 may be used to run the ERP soft-
ware using the test initialization file.

At stage 540, the test initialization file may be presented to
the administrator for editing. While the predefined rules may
be used to create a functioning test mode initialization file
from the production mode initialization file, the administrator
may desire to make modifications. For example, the admin-
istrator may wish to prevent specific processes from initial-
izing or to have multiple instantiations of certain processes
initialize. The administrator may be able to view the initial-
ization file through a window, such as initialization file dis-
play/edit window 330 of FIG. 3. Through such a window, or
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a separate editor, such as a text editor, edits to the test initial-
ization file may be received from the administrator at stage
550.

Atstage 560, the ERP software may be initialized using the
test initialization file. When the ERP software is triggered to
initialize, the ERP software may access the selected test ini-
tialization file and configure itself in accordance with the
attributes defined in the initialization file. As such the
instances of processes initialized by the ERP software are
defined by the attributes within the initialization file. If a
smaller number of processes are to be started (as compared to
production mode), the ERP software may initialize faster and
may require a smaller amount of dedicated memory.

At stage 570, the ERP software may be executed. The
administrator may run the ERP software in test mode for as
long as necessary. Once testing is complete, the administrator
may shutdown the ERP software. This may involve termina-
tion of some or all of the processes linked with the ERP
software.

While method 500 is illustrated as having an administrator
create a test mode and associated test initialization file, a
similar method may be used for an administrator, or other
form of user, to create an initialization file linked with some
other mode. For example, a different set of predefined rules
(possibly supplied by the producer of the ERP software) may
be used to create an initialization file linked with a mainte-
nance mode.

FIG. 6 illustrates an embodiment of another method for
creating an initialization file and executing enterprise
resource planning software using the initialization file. In
method 600, the administrator may define characteristics that
are used to create the new initialization file from the produc-
tion initialization file. At stage 605, an administrator, or other
form of user, may be presented with an interface, such as
administrator interface 116 of FIG. 1. The administrator inter-
face, which may be a graphical user interface, may appear as
illustrated in FIG. 3, or may be a different embodiment of an
administrator interface. The interface may allow the admin-
istrator to select between modes for ERP softwareto initialize
in. The interface may also allow for the creation of new modes
and associated initialization files. In the illustrated embodi-
ment of method 600, the administrator is creating an initial-
ization file for a maintenance mode of ERP software. As such,
before performing method 600, a maintenance initialization
file may not be available to the administrator or the previous
maintenance initialization file is obsolete. As such, an admin-
istrator interface may be used to create a maintenance initial-
ization file. While method 600 is directed to the creation of a
maintenance initialization file, it should be understood that a
similar method may be used to create an initialization file for
other modes of executing ERP software.

At stage 610, a request from the administrator to create a
new mode and/or an associated initialization file may be
received. The request may include a name of the new mode.
Atthe same time as the request, before the request, or after the
request, the administrator may provide various characteristics
desired of the new mode at stage 620. For example, the
administrator may define characteristics in a window, such as
mode information window 320 of FIG. 3. The administrator
may define characteristics such as: which services (e.g., pro-
cesses) are to be initiated, the number of instantiations of each
process, whether end users should have access to the ERP
software, the number of users that the ERP software should be
able to handle concurrently, the total number of kernels that
are to be instantiated, the logging/trace levels the processes
will run, the port in which the ERP services are bound, the
user account/password used for the initial database connec-
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tions, the intercommunication timeout and retry values, the
build compiler flags and binary target folder locations, the
environment and pathcodes used to initialize services, addi-
tional Java JVM arguments, etc. Some of the attributes that
might be different for a maintenance mode include: restrict-
ing database access; restricting end-user access to the appli-
cation; enabling administrator-only access; and/or enabling
console-mode only access.

At stage 630, the production initialization file may be ana-
lyzed. This analysis may be conducted by the ERP server
system or by the administrator computer system. At stage
640, an initialization file may be created to initialize the ERP
software based on the characteristics specified by the admin-
istrator and the attributes present in the production initializa-
tion file. For example, attributes present in the production
initialization file that are not affected by the characteristics
provided by the administrator may be carried over from the
production initialization file to the maintenance initialization
file.

At stage 650, the maintenance initialization file may be
presented to the administrator for reviewing and/or editing.
The administrator may desire to make modifications to the
created maintenance initialization file (beyond those made
during the creation of the maintenance initialization file from
the production initialization file. The administrator may be
able to view the initialization file through a window, such as
initialization file display/edit window 330 of FIG. 3. Through
such a window, or a separate editor, such as a text editor, edits
to the test initialization file may be received from the admin-
istrator at stage 660.

At stage 670, the ERP software may be initialized using the
maintenance initialization file. When the ERP software is
triggered to initialize, the ERP software may access the main-
tenance initialization file and configure itself in accordance
with the attributes defined in the maintenance initialization
file. As such the instances of processes initialized by the ERP
software are defined by the attributes within the maintenance
initialization file.

At stage 680, the ERP software may be executed. The
administrator may operate the ERP software for as long as
necessary in maintenance mode. Once maintenance is com-
plete, the administrator may shutdown the ERP software.
This may involve termination of some or all of the processes
linked with the ERP software.

A computer system as illustrated in FIG. 7 may incorporate
as part of the previously described computerized devices. For
example, computer system 700 can represent some or all of
the components of the ERP server system, administrator com-
puter system, end user computer systems, remote computer
system, proxy servers, load-balancing servers, and web serv-
ers discussed in this application. FIG. 7 provides a schematic
illustration of one embodiment of a computer system 700 that
can perform the methods provided by various other embodi-
ments. It should be noted that FIG. 7 is meant only to provide
a generalized illustration of various components, any or all of
which may be utilized as appropriate. FIG. 7, therefore,
broadly illustrates how individual system elements may be
implemented in a relatively separated or relatively more inte-
grated manner.

The computer system 700 is shown comprising hardware
elements that can be electrically coupled via a bus 705 (or
may otherwise be in communication, as appropriate). The
hardware elements may include one or more processors 710,
including without limitation one or more general-purpose
processors and/or one or more special-purpose processors
(such as digital signal processing chips, graphics acceleration
processors, and/or the like); one or more input devices 715,
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which can include without limitation a mouse, a keyboard
and/or the like; and one or more output devices 720, which
can include without limitation a display device, a printer
and/or the like.

The computer system 700 may further include (and/or be in
communication with) one or more non-transitory storage
devices 725, which can comprise, without limitation, local
and/or network accessible storage, and/or can include, with-
out limitation, a disk drive, a drive array, an optical storage
device, solid-state storage device such as a random access
memory (“RAM”) and/or a read-only memory (“ROM”),
which can be programmable, flash-updateable and/or the like.
Such storage devices may be configured to implement any
appropriate data stores, including without limitation, various
file systems, database structures, and/or the like.

The computer system 700 might also include a communi-
cations subsystem 730, which can include without limitation
a modem, a network card (wireless or wired), an infrared
communication device, a wireless communication device
and/or chipset (such as a Bluetooth™ device, an 802.11
device, a WiFi device, a WiMax device, cellular communica-
tion facilities, etc.), and/or the like. The communications
subsystem 730 may permit data to be exchanged with a net-
work (such as the network described below, to name one
example), other computer systems, and/or any other devices
described herein. In many embodiments, the computer sys-
tem 700 will further comprise a working memory 735, which
can include a RAM or ROM device, as described above.

The computer system 700 also can comprise software ele-
ments, shown as being currently located within the working
memory 735, including an operating system 740, device driv-
ers, executable libraries, and/or other code, such as one or
more application programs 745, which may comprise com-
puter programs provided by various embodiments, and/or
may be designed to implement methods, and/or configure
systems, provided by other embodiments, as described
herein. Merely by way of example, one or more procedures
described with respect to the method(s) discussed above
might be implemented as code and/or instructions executable
by a computer (and/or a processor within a computer); in an
aspect, then, such code and/or instructions can be used to
configure and/or adapt a general purpose computer (or other
device) to perform one or more operations in accordance with
the described methods.

A set of these instructions and/or code might be stored on
a non-transitory computer-readable storage medium, such as
the storage device(s) 725 described above. In some cases, the
storage medium might be incorporated within a computer
system, such as the computer system 700. In other embodi-
ments, the storage medium might be separate from a com-
puter system (e.g., a removable medium, such as a compact
disc), and/or provided in an installation package, such that the
storage medium can be used to program, configure and/or
adapt a general purpose computer with the instructions/code
stored thereon. These instructions might take the form of
executable code, which is executable by the computer system
700 and/or might take the form of source and/or installable
code, which, upon compilation and/or installation on the
computer system 700 (e.g., using any of a variety of generally
available compilers, installation programs, compression/de-
compression utilities, etc.) then takes the form of executable
code.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that substantial
variations may be made in accordance with specific require-
ments. For example, customized hardware might also be
used, and/or particular elements might be implemented in
hardware, software (including portable software, such as
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applets, etc.), or both. Further, connection to other computing
devices such as network input/output devices may be
employed.

As mentioned above, in one aspect, some embodiments
may employ a computer system (such as the computer system
700) to perform methods in accordance with various embodi-
ments of the invention. According to a set of embodiments,
some or all of the procedures of such methods are performed
by the computer system 700 in response to processor 710
executing one or more sequences of one or more instructions
(which might be incorporated into the operating system 740
and/or other code, such as an application program 745) con-
tained in the working memory 735. Such instructions may be
read into the working memory 735 from another computer-
readable medium, such as one or more of the storage device(s)
725. Merely by way of example, execution of the sequences
of instructions contained in the working memory 735 might
cause the processor(s) 710 to perform one or more procedures
of the methods described herein.

The terms “machine-readable medium” and “computer-
readable medium,” as used herein, refer to any medium that
participates in providing data that causes a machine to operate
in a specific fashion. In an embodiment implemented using
the computer system 700, various computer-readable media
might be involved in providing instructions/code to proces-
sor(s) 710 for execution and/or might be used to store and/or
carry such instructions/code (e.g., as signals). In many imple-
mentations, a computer-readable medium is a physical and/or
tangible storage medium. Such a medium may take the form
of'a non-volatile media or volatile media. Non-volatile media
include, for example, optical and/or magnetic disks, such as
the storage device(s) 725. Volatile media include, without
limitation, dynamic memory, such as the working memory
735.

Common forms of physical and/or tangible computer-
readable media include, for example, a floppy disk, a flexible
disk, hard disk, magnetic tape, or any other magnetic
medium, a CD-ROM, any other optical medium, punchcards,
papertape, any other physical medium with patterns of holes,
a RAM, a PROM, EPROM, a FLASH-EPROM, any other
memory chip or cartridge, a carrier wave as described here-
inafter, or any other medium from which a computer can read
instructions and/or code.

Various forms of computer-readable media may be
involved in carrying one or more sequences of one or more
instructions to the processor(s) 710 for execution. Merely by
way of example, the instructions may initially be carried on a
magnetic disk and/or optical disc of a remote computer. A
remote computer might load the instructions into its dynamic
memory and send the instructions as signals over a transmis-
sion medium to be received and/or executed by the computer
system 700. These signals, which might be in the form of
electromagnetic signals, acoustic signals, optical signals and/
orthe like, are all examples of carrier waves on which instruc-
tions can be encoded, in accordance with various embodi-
ments of the invention.

The communications subsystem 730 (and/or components
thereof) generally will receive the signals, and the bus 705
then might carry the signals (and/or the data, instructions, etc.
carried by the signals) to the working memory 735, from
which the processor(s) 705 retrieves and executes the instruc-
tions. The instructions received by the working memory 735
may optionally be stored on a storage device 725 either before
or after execution by the processor(s) 710.

The methods, systems, and devices discussed above are
examples. Various configurations may omit, substitute, or add
various procedures or components as appropriate. For
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instance, in alternative configurations, the methods may be
performed in an order different from that described, and/or
various stages may be added, omitted, and/or combined. Also,
features described with respect to certain configurations may
be combined in various other configurations. Different
aspects and elements of the configurations may be combined
in a similar manner. Also, technology evolves and, thus, many
of'the elements are examples and do not limit the scope of the
disclosure or claims.

Specific details are given in the description to provide a
thorough understanding of example configurations (includ-
ing implementations). However, configurations may be prac-
ticed without these specific details. For example, well-known
circuits, processes, algorithms, structures, and techniques
have been shown without unnecessary detail in order to avoid
obscuring the configurations. This description provides
example configurations only, and does not limit the scope,
applicability, or configurations of the claims. Rather, the pre-
ceding description of the configurations will provide those
skilled in the art with an enabling description for implement-
ing described techniques. Various changes may be made in
the function and arrangement of elements without departing
from the spirit or scope of the disclosure.

Also, configurations may be described as a process which
is depicted as a flow diagram or block diagram. Although each
may describe the operations as a sequential process, many of
the operations can be performed in parallel or concurrently. In
addition, the order of the operations may be rearranged. A
process may have additional steps not included in the figure.
Furthermore, examples of the methods may be implemented
by hardware, software, firmware, middleware, microcode,
hardware description languages, or any combination thereof.
When implemented in software, firmware, middleware, or
microcode, the program code or code segments to perform the
necessary tasks may be stored in a non-transitory computer-
readable medium such as a storage medium. Processors may
perform the described tasks.

Having described several example configurations, various
modifications, alternative constructions, and equivalents may
be used without departing from the spirit of the disclosure.
For example, the above elements may be components of a
larger system, wherein other rules may take precedence over
or otherwise modify the application of the invention. Also, a
number of steps may be undertaken before, during, or after
the above elements are considered. Accordingly, the above
description does not bound the scope of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for executing enterprise resource planning
software, the method comprising:

providing, by a computer system, for presentation, a choice

among a plurality of modes in which to execute the
enterprise resource planning software, wherein the plu-
rality of modes comprises:
a test mode; and
a production mode;
receiving, by the computer system, a first selection of the
test mode, wherein:
the test mode is linked with a test initialization file;
the test initialization file is configured to cause the enter-
prise resource planning software to initialize the
enterprise resource planning software for a fewer
number of users than the production mode;
initializing, by the computer system, the enterprise
resource planning software using the test initialization
file;

receiving, by the computer system, a second selection of

the production mode, wherein:

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

65

18

the production mode is linked with a production initial-
ization file; and

initializing, by the computer system, the enterprise

resource planning software using the production initial-
ization file.

2. The method for executing enterprise resource planning
software of claim 1, wherein the test initialization file is
configured to initialize a fewer number of processes than the
production mode is configured to initialize.

3. The method for executing enterprise resource planning
software of claim 1, wherein the test initialization file is
configured to initialize a fewer number of network processes
and kernel processes than the production mode is configured
to initialize.

4. The method for executing enterprise resource planning
software of claim 1, further comprising:

generating, by the computer system, the test initialization

file at least partially based on the production initializa-
tion file according to a set of predefined initialization file
generation rules.

5. The method for executing enterprise resource planning
software of claim 1, wherein the plurality of modes in which
to execute enterprise resource planning software further com-
prises a maintenance mode, wherein:

the maintenance mode is linked with a maintenance initial-

ization file;

the maintenance initialization file is configured to prevent

access to the enterprise resource planning software for a
plurality of users.

6. The method for executing enterprise resource planning
software of claim 5, further comprising:

receiving, by the computer system, a third selection of the

maintenance mode;

initializing, by the computer system, the enterprise

resource planning software using the maintenance ini-
tialization file; and

executing, by the computer system, the enterprise resource

planning software as initialized by the maintenance ini-
tialization file.

7. The method for executing enterprise resource planning
software of claim 1, wherein the choice among the plurality of
modes is provided via a graphical user interface.

8. A system for executing enterprise resource planning
software, the system comprising:

one or more processors; and

a memory communicatively coupled with and readable by

the one or more processors and having stored therein
processor-readable instructions which, when executed
by the one or more processors, cause the one or more
processors to:
provide for presentation, a choice among a plurality of
modes in which to execute the enterprise resource
planning software, wherein the plurality of modes
comprises:
a test mode; and
a production mode;
receive a first selection of the test mode, wherein:
the test mode is linked with a test initialization file;
the test initialization file is configured to cause the
enterprise resource planning software to initialize
the enterprise resource planning software for a
fewer number of users than the production mode;
initialize the enterprise resource planning software
using the test initialization file;
receive a second selection of the production mode,
wherein:
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the production mode is linked with a production ini-
tialization file; and

initialize the enterprise resource planning software using

the production initialization file.

9. The system for executing enterprise resource planning
software of claim 8, wherein the test initialization file is
configured to initialize a fewer number of processes than the
production mode is configured to initialize.

10. The system for executing enterprise resource planning
software of claim 8, wherein the test initialization file is
configured to initialize a fewer number of network processes
and kernel processes than the production mode is configured
to initialize.

11. The system for executing enterprise resource planning
software of claim 8, wherein the processor-readable instruc-
tions, when executed, further cause the one or more proces-
sors to:

generate the test initialization file at least partially based on

the production initialization file according to a set of
predefined initialization file generation rules.

12. The system for executing enterprise resource planning
software of claim 8, wherein the plurality of modes in which
to execute enterprise resource planning software further com-
prises a maintenance mode, wherein:

the maintenance mode is linked with a maintenance initial-

ization file;

the maintenance initialization file is configured to prevent

access to the enterprise resource planning software for a
plurality of users.

13. The system for executing enterprise resource planning
software of claim 12, wherein the processor-readable instruc-
tions, when executed, further cause the one or more proces-
sors to:

receive a third selection of the maintenance mode;

initialize the enterprise resource planning software using

the maintenance initialization file; and

execute the enterprise resource planning software as ini-

tialized by the maintenance initialization file.

14. A non-transitory processor-readable medium for
executing enterprise resource planning software, comprising
processor-readable instructions configured to cause one or
more processors to:

provide for presentation, a choice among a plurality of

modes in which to execute the enterprise resource plan-

ning software, wherein the plurality of modes com-

prises:

a test mode; and

a production mode;

receive a first selection of the test mode, wherein:

the test mode is linked with a test initialization file;

the test initialization file is configured to cause the enter-
prise resource planning software to initialize the
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enterprise resource planning software for a fewer
number of users than the production mode;

initialize the enterprise resource planning software using

the test initialization file;

receive a second selection of the production mode,

wherein:
the production mode is linked with a production initial-
ization file; and

initialize the enterprise resource planning software using

the production initialization file.

15. The non-transitory processor-readable medium for
executing enterprise resource planning software of claim 14,
wherein the test initialization file is configured to initialize a
fewer number of processes than the production mode is con-
figured to initialize.

16. The non-transitory processor-readable medium for
executing enterprise resource planning software of claim 14,
wherein the test initialization file is configured to initialize a
fewer number of network processes and kernel processes than
the production mode is configured to initialize.

17. The non-transitory processor-readable medium for
executing enterprise resource planning software of claim 14,
wherein the processor-readable instructions, when executed,
further are configured to cause the one or more processors to:

generate the test initialization file at least partially based on

the production initialization file according to a set of
predefined initialization file generation rules.

18. The non-transitory processor-readable medium for
executing enterprise resource planning software of claim 14,
wherein the plurality of modes in which to execute enterprise
resource planning software further comprises a maintenance
mode, wherein:

the maintenance mode is linked with a maintenance initial-

ization file;

the maintenance initialization file is configured to prevent

access to the enterprise resource planning software for a
plurality of users.

19. The non-transitory processor-readable medium for
executing enterprise resource planning software of claim 18,
wherein the processor-readable instructions, when executed,
further are configured to cause the one or more processors to:

receive a third selection of the maintenance mode;

initialize the enterprise resource planning software using
the maintenance initialization file; and

execute the enterprise resource planning software as ini-

tialized by the maintenance initialization file.

20. The non-transitory processor-readable medium for
executing enterprise resource planning software of claim 14,
wherein the choice among the plurality of modes is provided
via a graphical user interface.
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